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SPECIAL DOCUMENT 

The Palestinians' Fourteen 
Demands 

The following document was presented at a press conference held in Jerusalem on 
14 January 1988 by Professor Sari Nusaybah of Birzeit University. Also present 
at the session were Mustafa al-Natshah, former mayor of Hebron; Gabi Baramki, 
acting president of Birzeit University; and Mubarak 'Awad, director of the 
Jerusalem Center for the Study of Non-Violence. The Israeli army prevented 
certain Palestinian personalities from Gaza from attending the press conference. 
Two others were arrested on their arrival at the National Palace Hotel: Ibrahim 
Qara'in, head of the Palestinian Press Service, and trade unionist Bassam Ayyub. 
It was presented in the name of "Palestinian nationalist institutions and 
personalities from the West Bank and Gaza." 

During the past few weeks the occupied 
territories have witnessed a popular upris- 
ing against Israel's occupation and its op- 
pressive measures. This uprising has so far 
resulted in the martyrdom of tens of our 
people, the wounding of hundreds more, 
and the imprisonment of thousands of 
unarmed civilians. 

This uprising has come to further affirm 
our people's unbreakable commitment to 
its national aspirations. These aspirations 
include our people's firm national rights of 
self-determination and of the establish- 
ment of an independent state on our na- 
tional soil under the leadership of the 
PLO, as our sole legitimate representative. 

The uprising also comes as further proof of 
our indefatigable spirit and our rejection of 
the sense of despair which has begun to 
creep to the minds of some Arab leaders 
who claim that the uprising is the result of 
despair. 

The conclusion to be drawn from this 
uprising is that the present state of affairs 
in the Palestinian occupied territories is 
unnatural and that Israeli occupation can- 
not continue forever. Real peace cannot 
be achieved except through the recogni- 
tion of Palestinian national rights, includ- 
ing the right of self-determination and the 
establishment of an independent Palestin- 
ian state on Palestinian national soil. 
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Should these rights not be recognized, 
then the continuation of Israeli occupation 
will lead to further violence and blood- 
shed, and the further deepening of hatred. 
The opportunity for achieving peace will 
also move farther away. 

The only way to extricate ourselves from 
this scenario is through the convening of 
an international conference with the par- 
ticipation of all concerned parties includ- 
ing the PLO, the sole legitimate repre- 
sentative of the Palestinian people, as an 
equal partner, as well as the five perma- 
nent members of the Security Council, 
under the supervision of the two superpow- 
ers. 

On this basis we call upon the Israeli 
authorities to comply with the following 
list of demands as a means to prepare the 
atmosphere for the convening of the sug- 
gested international peace conference, 
which conference will ensure a just and 
lasting settlement of the Palestinian prob- 
lem in all its aspects, bringing about the 
realization of the inalienable national 
rights of the Palestinian people, peace and 
stability for the peoples of the region, and 
an end to violence and bloodshed: 

1. To abide by the Fourth Geneva 
Convention and all other international 
agreements pertaining to the protection of 
civilians, their properties and rights under 
a state of military occupation; to declare 
the Emergency Regulations of the British 
Mandate null and void, and to stop apply- 
ing the iron fist policy. 

2. The immediate compliance with 
Security Council resolutions 605 and 607, 
which call upon Israel to abide by the 
Geneva Convention of 1949 and the Dec- 
laration of Human Rights; and which fur- 
ther call for the achievement of a just and 
lasting settlement of the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict. 

3. The release of all prisoners who 
were arrested during the recent uprising, 
and foremost among them our children. 

Also the rescinding of all proceedings and 
indictments against them. 

4. The cancellation of the policy of 
expulsion and allowing all exiled Palestin- 
ians, including the four sent yesterday into 
exile, to return to their homes and fami- 
lies. Also the release of all administrative 
detainees and the cancellation of the hun- 
dreds of house arrest orders. In this con- 
nection, special mention must be made of 
the several hundreds of applications for 
family reunions, which we call upon the 
authorities to accept forthwith. 

5. The immediate lifting of the seige 
of all Palestinian refugee camps in the 
West Bank and Gaza, and the withdrawal 
of the Israeli army from all population 
centers. 

6. Carrying out a formal inquiry into 
the behavior of soldiers and settlers in the 
West Bank and Gaza, as well as inside jails 
and detention camps, and taking due pu- 
nitive measures against all those convicted 
of having unduly caused death or bodily 
harm to unarmed civilians. 

7. A cessation of all settlement activ- 
ity and land confiscation and the release of 
lands already confiscated, especially in the 
Gaza Strip. Also, putting an end to the 
harrassments and provocations of the Arab 
population by settlers in the West Bank 
and Gaza as well as in the Old City of 
Jerusalem. In particular, the curtailment of 
the provocative activities in the Old City 
of Jerusalem by Sharon and the ultra- 
religious settlers of Shuvu Banim and 
Ateret Cohanim. 

8. Refraining from any act which 
might impinge on the Muslim and Chris- 
tian holy sites or which might introduce 
changes to the status quo in the city of 
Jerusalem. 

9. The cancellation of the VAT and 
all other direct Israeli taxes which are 
imposed on Palestinian residents in Jerusa- 
lem, the rest of the West Bank, and in 
Gaza; and putting an end to the harrass- 
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ments caused to Palestinian business and 
tradesmen. 

10. The cancellation of all restrictions 
on political freedoms, including the re- 
strictions on meetings and conventions; 
also making provisions for free municipal 
elections under the supervision of a neutral 
authority. 

11. The immediate release of all monies 
deducted from the wages of laborers from 
the territories who worked and still work 
inside the green line, which amount to 
several hundreds of millions of dollars. 
These accumulated deductions, with inter- 
est, must be returned to their rightful 
owners through the agency of the nation- 
alist institutions headed by the workers' 
unions. 

12. The removal of all restrictions on 
building permits and licenses for industrial 
projects and artesian wells as well as agri- 
cultural development programs in the oc- 

cupied territories. Also rescinding all mea- 
sures taken to deprive the territories of 
their water resources. 

13. Terminating the policy of discrimi- 
nation being practiced against industrial 
and agricultural produce from the occupied 
territories either by removing the restric- 
tions on the transfer of goods to within the 
green line, or by placing comparable trade 
restrictions on the transfer of Israeli goods 
into the territories. 

14. Removing the restrictions on polit- 
ical contacts between inhabitants of the 
occupied territories and the PLO, in such a 
way as to allow for the participation of 
Palestinians from the territories in the 
proceedings of the Palestine National 
Council, in order to ensure a direct input 
into the decision-making processes of the 
Palestinian nation by the Palestinians un- 
der occupation. 
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