
Published each issue, this section strives to capture the tenor and content of popular conversations
related to the Palestinians and the Arab-Israeli conflict, which are held on dynamic platforms
unbound by traditional media. Therefore, items presented in this section are from a variety of
sources and have been selected because they either have gone viral or represent a significant
cultural moment or trend. A version of Palestine Unbound is also published on Palestine Square
(palestinesquare.com), a blog of the Institute for Palestine Studies.
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#GreatReturnMarch
10 August was the twentieth consecutive

Friday that Palestinians in Gaza demonstrated
peacefully near the border fence with Israel in the
Great March of Return. Israeli snipers continued
to target civilian participants indiscriminately
and as of 15 August, at least 166 Palestinians in
Gaza have been killed, with another 18,000
injured. Through the course of the summer,
event organizers and human rights defenders
from Gaza and beyond continued to use
the #GreatReturnMarch hashtag (#maseerat_
alawda_alkubra in Arabic) on social media to
provide updates about the situation on the
ground.

As was common last quarter, the hashtag
was often accompanied by images of the dead
and wounded. By far, the most widely shared
images on social media this summer were of
twenty-one-year-old paramedic Razan
al-Najjar, who was killed by an Israeli soldier
on 1 June as she was attempting to evacuate a
wounded protester. Social media users
condemned the Israeli snipers for targeting

Users on social media commemorate the death of
Razan al-Najjar. (3 June, Twitter)
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a medical volunteer, who could clearly be identified as such by her white coat. Depictions of al-Najjar
in commemoration of her death were shared widely, often accompanied by the hashtag
#JusticeforRazan, or simply #RazanalNajjar.

Images and videos of celebration and
resiliency also circulated this summer. The most
popular of which included footage of Gazans
performing the dabka, a traditional Palestinian
dance, with smoke and tear gas visible in the
background. In their commitment to continuing
protests until Israel lifts the siege of Gaza,
demonstrators perform the dabka and engage in
other forms of collective activity to maintain
feelings of solidarity and optimism.

Similarly, Palestinians outside of Gaza
displayed solidarity with Gaza. In Haifa,
following the unveiling of the U.S. Embassy
in Jerusalem, thousands of Palestinians
launched protests under the slogans “From
Haifa to Gaza: United by Blood and a Shared
Destiny” and “Gaza All the Way, Until the Day
of Return.” The former sparked the
#FromHaifatoGaza hashtag on social media,
which was acknowledged with the reciprocal
hashtag #FromGazatoHaifa.

After Israeli police violently suppressed the
first demonstration on 18 May, social media
users employed the hashtag to share videos of
violent arrests and other forms of police
brutality from the demonstration. A week later,
Adalah, a civil rights organization representing
Palestinian citizens of Israel, filed a formal
complaint on behalf of the twenty-one
Palestinians arrested at the 18 May protest,
alleging that they were subjected to torture
while in custody. Not to be deterred, Haifa
hosted major protests throughout June and
July, with turnouts that ranged from several
dozen to a few hundred. Activists in Haifa
expressed hope that these demonstrations would
help build greater national unity between
Palestinians who have been physically separated
by the Israeli occupation.

Despite the threat from Israeli police, protesters in
Haifa continue to demonstrate their solidarity with
Gaza. (3 June, Twitter)

This cartoon by Carlos Latuff highlights the
significance of the solidarity demonstrations in Haifa.
(26 May, Twitter)
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#LifttheSanctions
On 12 June, Palestinians in the West Bank began protesting the recent salary cuts leveled by the

Palestinian Authority (PA) against Gazan civil servants, and the PA’s policy of security
coordination with Israel. In early May, the PA
slashed the salaries of its employees in Gaza
significantly. This unannounced salary cut
came only a year after 30–70 percent cuts by
the PA in the Strip. (See Update on Conflict
and Diplomacy in JPS 47 [4] for more on the
salary cuts.) The further cuts came amid the
Great March of Return in Gaza, as Palestinians
protested the Israeli siege, unemployment, and
living conditions, among other things. The June
demonstrations became the first major
demonstrations in the West Bank related to the
Great March of Return, and the hashtag #LifttheSanctions (#arfa3w_al3oqubat in Arabic) quickly
went viral as participants sought to raise awareness on social media.

The PA was caught off guard by the scale of the protests, which several hundred Palestinians were
estimated to have participated in. Organized by the group End the Sanctions, a wide intersection of
people from Ramallah and Nablus participated, including physicians, journalists, teachers, and
students. PA Security Forces used tear gas and stun grenades to disperse the peaceful demonstrators.
In addition to protesting the salary cuts, demonstrators protested the PA’s security coordination
with Israel and connected the security forces’ brutal policing tactics to its funding and training by
the United States. (For more on the history of the PA Security Forces, see “Criminalizing
Resistance,” by Alaa Tartir, in JPS 46 [2].) Critics on social media likened PA methods to the
crackdown tactics used by Israel against demonstrators in Haifa.

Meanwhile, the PA called for a counterdemonstration the following day. According to Middle East
Eye, a group of PA supporters in Fatah hats attended the demonstration on 13 June, antagonizing the
PA’s critics as security forces looked on. Some protesters reported and recorded incidents of men in
Fatah hats harassing or using physical force against demonstrators, leading some to suspect that
they were undercover PA Security Force officers. However, the PA’s attempt to stifle public dissent
failed, as several hundred Palestinians in the West Bank continued to organize against sanctions
and security cooperation into July.

#ThankYouIreland
The Irish Senate made history on 11 July when it endorsed the Control of Economic Activity

(Occupied Territories) Bill 2018. Written by Independent senator Frances Black, the bill would
outlaw the importation or sale of products made in Israeli settlements. If the bill becomes law,
Ireland will be the first European country to enact such a ban. While the European Union enforced

Activists on Twitter are quick to condemn the PA
Security Forces for intimidating demonstrators in
Ramallah. (21 July, Twitter)

Palestine Unbound

154 || Journal of Palestine Studies



a regulation in 2015 prohibiting products made in settlements from being labeled Made in Israel, it did
not ban the products themselves.

In the weeks leading up to its passage, the bill faced significant opposition: First the Irish
government, led by Taoiseach Leo Varadkar, delayed the original vote. Then the Irish government
denounced the motion and followed suit with a
threat to vote against it. Following its passage
in the Senate, Israel’s Foreign Ministry
summoned the Irish ambassador to Israel to
protest the motion’s passage.

The day of the vote, Senator Black published
an op-ed in the Irish Times explaining the
illegality of Israeli settlements, and by extension,
the consumer products originating in them.
“There is a clear hypocrisy here,” Black wrote.
“How can we condemn the settlements as
‘unambiguously illegal,’ as theft of land and
resources, but happily buy the proceeds of this
crime?” She also connected the issue of
settlement products to the international boycott
of South African goods during apartheid.
“Ultimately, Ireland was willing to show
leadership on that issue—to make the case
internationally and chart a path for others to
follow. The same applies today: we have the
legal capacity to pursue this, if the political will
is there.”

After the vote, there was a significant increase
in the number of Irish/Palestinian solidarity posts as activists took to social media to express their
gratitude toward Ireland, with some using the hashtag #ThankYouIreland. Many of the posts
celebrated the decades-long relationship between Ireland and Palestine, which originated when the
Provisional Irish Republican Army (Provisional IRA) and the Palestinian Liberation Organization
began cooperating in the 1970s.

#FreeDareen
On 31 July, two days after the release of teen activist Ahed Tamimi from Israeli prison, poet Dareen

Tatour, a Palestinian citizen of Israel, was sentenced to five months imprisonment by the Nazareth
District Court for incitement of violence. (For more on Tamimi, see Palestine Unbound and Update
on Conflict and Diplomacy in JPS 47 [3].) The sentencing was based on a series of activist posts
Tatour made to Facebook and YouTube in October 2015. Among them was the poem “Resist, my
people, resist them,” which has since been shared widely by her supporters.

Social media users show their gratitude toward
Ireland. (13 July, Twitter)
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Tatour was first arrested in October 2015 and
spent a few months in prison before being placed
under house arrest in January 2016. Her arrest
came at the peak of the habba (the surge of
Palestinian resistance, random attacks, and
protests that began in Jerusalem in July 2015).
(See Update on Conflict and Diplomacy in
JPS 45 [2–4].) Her initial arrest gained
international media attention, and her
conviction of “incitement to terrorism” and
“support for terrorist organizations” on 3 May
inspired widespread outrage from all corners of
the social media sphere, including the literature
and human rights giant PEN International. The
president of the organization, Jennifer Clement,
condemned the conviction: “Dareen Tatour has
been convicted for doing what writers do every
day—we use our words to peacefully challenge
injustice.”

In the aftermath of Tatour’s 31 July
sentencing, supporters took to social media to
repost her poetry and protest the suppression of
free speech in Israel. Posts often included the
trending hashtags #FreeDareen and
#PoetryIsNotACrime.

An illustration of the smiling poet in support of her
right to free speech. (10 August, Twitter)

Palestine Unbound

156 || Journal of Palestine Studies



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile ()
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (None)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 266
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 266
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 900
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for submission to The Sheridan Press. Configured for Adobe Acrobat Distiller v8.0 02-28-07.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


